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GAiN Philippines Typhoon Relief Project Report 
 
 

In late September and early October two typhoons, described as super typhoons, struck the Philippines 
island of Luzon. The Philippines is home to 92 million people with approximately half living on the island 
of Luzon. 

 

On 26 September typhoon Ondoy (international code name Ketsana) struck the capital of Manila with the 
24 hour rainfall equal to one monthôs average rain for the month of September. It is estimated that 
between 60% to 70% of Manila was flooded with the waters as high as 25 metres in some places. 
Almost 300 people were killed and more than 2 million homes were swamped. At the end of December it 
is estimated that more than 5,000 people remain in evacuation centres because of slowly receding flood 
waters and severely damaged homes. 

 

On 4&5 October typhoon Pepang (international code name Parma) struck Northern Luzon causing 
flooding and serious mud slides. In excess of 600 people died in this area and there have been many 
homes destroyed and major damage to infrastructure. The area where most of the damage has occurred 
is about 250 km North of Manila at altitudes in excess of 1,500 metres (5,000 feet). 

 

In total it is estimated that 7 million people have been affected by both typhoons. Major health issues, 
such as leptospirosis, malaria and dengue fever have occurred since the floods. One news service has 
reported that about one hundred people from the Marikina area of Manila have died from leptospirosis. 

 
 

       
 

Scenes of damage ï Manila area  

 

           
 

Scenes of damage ï Northern Luzon  
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1. Urgent relief Operations  
 
Soon after the first typhoon Philippines Campus Crusade for Christ (PCCC) and its affiliated ministry, 
Agape Rural Program (ARP), requested help from GAiN. Through cash resources provided by GAiN and 
other donors to PCCC relief teams were able to distribute basic relief goods to nine areas including 
churches in Quezon City , Marikina , Taytay, Cainta, Pasig. 
 
In October, more donations came in cash and in kind.  Volunteers poured in as well to help re-pack 
goods such as food, drinking water, medicines, clothes, shoes, blankets, hygiene items and cleaning 
aids.  By the time Pepeng (Parma) made landfall, the Lord had already provided manpower, money and 
goods . 
 
A total of 1,800 families received relief goods, benefitting around 9,000 individuals.  This included some 
PCCC staff members and families who were affected by the floods. 
 
The original relief operations were concentrated in Metro Manila areas damaged by Typhoon Ondoy 
(Ketsana). The relief operations were extended to help some victims of Pepeng (Parma) in several areas 
in North Luzon such as Tarlac, Pangasinan, Baguio, Laoag, Ilocos and Norte. 
 

     
 

Preparing basic relief goods for distribution 

 
 

    
 

Distribution of basic relief goods ï Manila 

 

2 . Medical Clinics  
 
After the emergency relief Dr Editha Miguel, the Director of ARP, has organised medical clinics to be 
conducted in some of the affected areas. Up to the 31 December 2009 nine clinics have been conducted 
with approximately 1,500 patients being treated. 
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In early January 2010 medical mission teams from Australia and Korea will be spending 1 week each in 
the Philippines conducting clinics in Manila and Northern Luzon. It is expected that eight clinics will be 
conducted by the team from Australia and four clinics by the team from Korea. 
 
During some of the early clinics it was discovered that many people, including the elderly, had never 
seen a doctor. Because of this and the general poor state of health of people in the slum areas of Manila 
it is expected that medical clinics will be an ongoing project for GAiN and ARP. 
 

   
 

Conducting medical clinic 

 

3 . Community Development  
 
GAiN with its partners PCCC and ARP has started to lay the groundwork for a long-term rehabilitation 
work in two communities, namely: Tagumpay Compound in Barangay Bagong Silangan in Quezon City 
and Sitio Lambak in Taytay, Currently consultations with like-minded organizations with expertise is in 
the area of community development and crisis management are being undertaken.  We are also 
conducting some profiling works on the above-mentioned communities. 
 
A pilot program has commenced in Sitio Lambak which includes training community leaders in disaster 
preparedness, community health programs and development programs such as micro enterprises. 
 
As an example a boat has been acquired for this community that can be used in future floods. 
 
Because of government regulation it is unlikely that future development programs will include rebuilding 
of homes. Because the government intends to relocate many families to areas not subject to flooding 
there will be a great deal of work required to re-establish their communities in areas that could be a great 
distance from where they currently live.  
 

    
 

Boat acquired for Sitio Lambak and meeting with community leaders. 

 
 
 




